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The Tall Ships Races 2026 will see the Tall Ships visit Aarhus, Harlingen, Antwerp, Stavanger and Aalborg. The event will take place from Wednesday 24th June to Sunday 2nd August, with three exhilarating races and one scenic Cruise-in-Company leg. With Host Ports from four countries – Denmark, The Netherlands, Belgium, and Norway – The Tall Ships Races 2026 will take in all that Northern Europe has to offer.
In order to enter into The Tall Ships Races 50% of the crew on board each vessel must be made up of people aged between 15 and 25, giving them an opportunity to get involved in a competitive event whilst also gaining skills in sailing, communication and building confidence.
Ships from 16 different nations will come together, engage with unique cultures and learn more about them throughout the whole race series.

The Event
	Ports and Races 
	Dates

	Aarhus, Denmark
	Wednesday 24 June to Saturday 27 June

	Race One
	

	Harlingen, The Netherlands
	Friday 3 July to Monday 6 July

	Cruise-in-Company
	

	Antwerp, Belgium
	Saturday 11 July to Tuesday 14 July

	Race Two
	

	Stavanger, Norway
	Wednesday 22 July to Saturday 25 July

	Race Three
	

	Aalborg, Denmark
	Thursday 30 July to Sunday 2 August









About the Vessels

50 vessels are registered to take part in the Tall Ships Races 2026 in total.
· 25 vessels will be present in Aarhus
· 35 vessels will be present in Harlingen
· 36 vessels will be present in Antwerp
· 43 vessels will be present in Stavanger
· 40 vessels will be present in Aalborg

Vessels expected in Stavanger
Nationalities
16 different nationalities of vessels are taking part in the race series overall. The following 15 nationalities of vessels are expected in Stavanger:
	Country
	Number of Vessels

	Austria 	
	1

	Belgium
	3

	Denmark
	4

	Estonia 
	1

	France 
	1

	Germany 
	2

	Italy
	1

	Latvia
	1

	The Netherlands
	6

	Norway
	7

	Poland
	10

	Portugal
	1

	Spain
	1

	Sweden
	1

	United Kingdom 
	3



Military Vessels
There are 2 military vessels taking part in The Tall Ships Races 2026 that are expected in Stavanger. These are:
· HNLMS Urania
· Orsa Maggiore

Number of expected Vessels by Class
There are four different classes of vessels: Class A, B, C, and D. Class As and Bs are often classed as Tall Ships. Below is the overall number of vessels (by class) expected to be taking part in Stavanger.
	A
	14

	B
	14

	C
	10

	D
	5



Additional Information
The length of participating vessels taking part in Stavanger from end to end is over 1.4 km.
Largest vessel: Statsraad Lehmkuhl (Norway): 97.2m
Smallest vessel: Zryw (Poland): 10.57m
Ages and birthdays
The oldest vessel is Loyal (Norway):  Class B. Year Launched 1877, 149 years old.
The youngest vessel is Ts Royalist (United Kingdom):  Class A. Year Launched 2015, 11 years old.
Age difference: 138 years.
Christiania (Norway): 131 years old
Wyvern (Norway): 129 years old
Jens Krogh (Denmark): 127 years old
Swan (United Kingdom): 126 years old
Mohawk Ii (Norway): 122 years old
Detailed information about each vessel can be found on The Tall Ships Races 2026 event page of the Sail Training International website.

About the Crew

Estimated total number of crew visiting Stavanger: 368
Estimated total number of trainees for the event in Stavanger: 956
Vessel with the largest expected crew: Statsraad Lehmkuhl (Norway): 30
Vessel with the smallest expected crew: Roztocze (Poland): 2 & ZRYW (Poland): 2

About the Ports
Aarhus, Denmark (24-27 June):
Aarhus is Denmark’s second-largest city and can trace its maritime history back to the days of the Vikings. It boasts a number of cultural attractions, including historic architecture and museums, which entertained visitors and crews alike during The Tall Ships Races’ last visit in 2019.

Harlingen, The Netherlands (3-6 July):
Harlingen is one of the oldest seaports in the Netherlands, and it’s the gateway to northern Holland from the North Sea. The city has a history that stretches back a thousand years, and this is reflected in some of the beautiful architecture on show.

Antwerp, Belgium (11-14 July):
Located in the heart of Europe, Antwerp is a pocket-sized metropolis and Europe’s second-largest port. The Belgian city boasts some impressive and dramatic architecture, which provided a truly stunning environment for the 850,000 visitors who flocked to see The Tall Ships Races 2022.

Stavanger, Norway (22 July- 25 July):
Stavanger is located on the south-western coast of Norway and last hosted The Tall Ships Races in 2018. The city waterfront comes alive throughout the summer, offering an enviable combination of small-town charm and metropolitan liveliness.

Aalborg, Denmark (30 July-2 August):
Aalborg is situated in the North of Jutland, Denmark, and has grown from an industrial hub into a vibrant, modern city. The recently updated waterfront areas are a focal point of the city and provided the ideal setting for the fleet during their last visit in 2022. Having hosted the event six times, it is thanks to Aalborg’s commitment to The Tall Ships Races that it has been awarded as one of Sail Training International’s Anchor Ports and will see The Tall Ships Races return to the city every four years.
Follow the fleet live with YB Tracking
Sail Training International and YB Tracking will once again be teaming up during The Tall Ships Races 2026 to bring you live satellite tracking and real time updates from the fleet as they take part in Race One, Cruise-in-Company leg, Race Two and Race Three.
You will be able to see a wide range of race information including; route mapping, real time vessel positions and their historic tracking, vessel details, replay of vessel tracks over time, leaderboards per division/group and current weather conditions.
More information about YB Tracking and how it works, visit Sail Training International’s dedicated YB Tracking page. The YB app can be downloaded on to mobile devices for easy access.

For further information contact:
Sam Leonard
Email: sam.leonard@sailtraininginternational.org  
Tel: +44 (0) 23 92 58 63 57 
















*Information subject to change
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